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Statement of the Problem
The Adult Sunday School class of the Trinity A.M.E, Church is
one that has great potential of being an outstanding learning center
for all of those who participate in the program. Yet, I see this
particular class being stagnant in technique and attendance which I
attribute to a lack of good teaching materials and aids. This is
not to say that the adult students are not learning but it is to say
that the learning experience could be more meaningful and more en¬
joyable with the integration of various adds into the program.
Statement of the Purpose
The purpose of this study is to do the following:
(1) Describe what is presently being done in the adult
class,
(2) Introduce audio-visual aids as a means of beginning
to alleviate some of the problems of stagnation in
technique and attendance through the writing of a
proposal to the pastor, superintendent, and class.
Limitations of Study
In dealing with this issue of introducing audio-visual aids in¬
to a church school program there are several areas that could be
coverered. But this study will deal only with the areas of founda-
"
»
tions, materials and application, and financing of materials. These
three areas are those that I feel one should be knowledgable of
i
before even embarking on the actual usage of these audio-visual aids
Statement of Research Methodology
The information for this study was gathered by three primary
methods:
(1) An observation of the adult class at Trinity A.M.E.
Church to discover what methods and materials are
being used in teaching.
(2) A brief questionaire to the class getting their
opinions of the present classroom situation and
suggestions about possible improvements,
(3) A study of literature written in the field of audio¬
visuals in the church.
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OBSERVATIONS
This first section of this presentation will consist of a se¬
ries of first hand observations made over a month period. The class
was observed once or twice each month during this period. The fol¬
lowing are my findings,
November 12, 1978
The lesson topic for this particular Sunday was Reverence for
the Sabbath, The attendance for the class was eight. The only ma¬
terial used in this session was the standard text printed by the
A.M.E, Church, The manner in which the lesson was presented I must
say was somewhat surprising. The basic procedure was to have the
students read from the text and then the teacher would elaborate upon
the reading.
From the expression on the students’ faces I got the impression
that they were not very enthusiastic about what was going on because
the majority of the faces had no expression at all. Also, the verbal
participation was at a minimum. Even when the teacher became emotional
and began to pace the floor when making his remarks, the students
showed no emotions. The only time there was any verbalization by the
students was when a question was asked of them and near the last ten
minutes of the class session.
Let me also note here the appearance of the room. There was
nothing at all indication that this was a Sunday School room for any
class, not to mention adult. The only materials on the walls were
pictures that had been drawn by children in the day care center lo¬
cated in the church building.
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November 19. 1978
The topic for this Sunday was Setting Life's Priorities, The at¬
tendance and the setting were the same as had been during my previous
observation. Even the look on the faces of the students was the same,
One thing that I did pick up this time that I did not quite catch the
first time waus the philosophical language used by the teacher in ex¬
pressing his opinion, words like metaphysical, cosmos and ontological.
Otherwise everything remained the same,
December 10. 1978
I re-visited the class following an interval of two weeks. By
this time the attendance had decreased to four. The subject in dis¬
cussion was A New Life In Christ, Besides the attendance nothing had
changed about the condition of the class. In fact, it was interesting
to note that the pattern was almost exactly the same as the other
times before,
January 7, 1979
This observation took place following an interval of three weeks.
The subject for this particular session was Growing in Christ. There
were six students present, one was new to the class. The pattern was
basically the same as the prior sessions. The only difference that I
noticed was a request by one of the students to have the teacher re¬
late the lesson to contemporary life,
January lA. 1979
This was the Sunday that I presented a questionaire to the class
to get their opinions about waht was going on. The questions were
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simple and broad so that those answering them would have a wide area
with which to work. There were five students in attendance who filled
out the questionaires. The questions and responses are listed below.
A-E will always represent the ssune individual's response to a parti¬
cular question,
(1) What do you feel is usually accomplished during the Sunday
morning classes?
A, Joy (This gentleman expressed he had a good feeling about
coming to Sunday School.)
B, Understanding
C, Different views and understanding of the Bible
D, Pertinent questions are now being raised (teacher)
E, The training brings people into close communion of
faith and love
(2) What do you feel can be done to improve the class?
A. Work! More work on the part of the teacher and the students
B. More reading
C. A church wide appeal
D. Promote it in service
E. Start a campaign in the church to bring the church mem¬
bers eind the officers. Show them the importance of to¬
getherness.
(3) Are you familiar with the usage of audio-visual materials as
a teaching tool?
Unanimous "yes"
(4) If so, how do you feel these aids can benefit you and the
class?
A, Develop working togetherness
B, By showing their use in the lesson
C, Pictures shown and explaining each picture with the lesson
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D. Soiaetimes (teacher)
E, By using films of actual dadly encounters similar to the
lesson taught and shovdng us how to live, not Just to
study. Showing films which show the correlation of the
lesson and the Bible to everyday life and living.
It is interesting to note here that questions three and four
’sparked' and interesting discussion. From the discussion I gathered
that approximately three years ago some aids had been used in the class
and that the Sunday School had grown tremendously. But once the teach¬
er left, the prograun began to be less effective. Most of the students
present expressed an interest in being able to do something like that
again where everyone could participate. This expression of desire was
what I needed to hear to give me the assurance to continue with this
study and present them with information about audio-visuals,
I feel that it is necessary to present the following information
in the form of a proposal because it will cause somewhat of a chamge
in that Simday School class and more importantly will require some
financial assistance from the church. Thus, the proposal will need
the approval of the pastor and the Sunday School superintendent.
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PROPOSAL
To: Pastor Jim, Mr. Hugh Philpot, Superintendent, and the Adult Class
From: Rev. Noah Merrill, Director of Christian Education
Re: Audio-Visual Aids for the Adult Sunday School
From a recent survey taken over a period of three months I have
noticed that t^e attendance, participation, and iiterest of the adult
class has remained the ssime with very little change. I gathered from
these observations that a major factor that contributes to this pro¬
blem is the manner in which the lessons are presented and the materials
used in the presentations. I think the use of different materials
would improve the class and even generate the interest of the congre¬
gation in becoming more involved in the church school program. I
would like to cover these areas of information. In the following
pages I would like to answer the following questions: 1) What are
audio-visuals? 2) What are some of the guiding principles for their
usage? 3) What are some of the guiding principles for teaching an
adult class? 4) What are the types of audio-visuals? 5) How can
the purchase of these audio-visual materials be financed?
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Audio Visual Aids; Definition
The term audio is derived from the same root as the term audi¬
ble and means "capable of being heaurd."^ Visual means "capable of
p
being seen by the eye," derived from the same root as the term visi¬
ble and so the term audio-visual means that which is able to be seen
and to be heard. Gene A, Getz looks at the definition in this fashion:
"The word ’audio* means 'to hear', the word 'visual' pertains to
'sight' and aid means 'to give help or assistance,"^
Audio-visual aids are tools that assist the teacher in the edu¬
cational process. In the educational process we view these terms in
the light of being tools that aid in the teaching process. When
speaking of teaching tools we are not speaking of teaching methods
but of those things which help in making the method more meaningful.
Some of these tools are classified as audio aids since they appeal
primarily to the sense of sight. When both elements are present they
are termed audio-visual aids. These aids may be defined as tools
which appeal to the sense of eharing, to the sense of sight, or to
both, and which help or assist in accomplishing the goals of Christ¬
ian education,"^
In the next few pages we will explore the world of these tools
which make the Christian educational process so much more meaningful.
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Guiding Principles for the Use of Audio-Visual Aids
There are four basic principles that I would like to refer to as
guidelines for using audio-visual aids*
'Audio-Visual Resources Follow Ways We Learn*' The things we
know about the learning process of people when dealing with other re¬
sources, can be applied to the using of audio-visual aids* This is
to say, that when we use these kinds of materials we must remember
these things (1) a person must be ready to learn in order to profit
from the experience (2) each person learns as an individual not as a
group (3) learning goes from that which is known to that which is un¬
known (4) people learn by doing* All of these idea^ are brought to
our conciousness when working with audio-visual materials just as it
would be apj)lied to using any other materials (to be continued in the
following section*)
'Audio-Visual Resources Should Be Selected in Relation to Need*'
This is to say that when deciding to use audio-visuals in the church
make sure they are to answer specific questions aa opposed to just
giving general information* For example,
"Take, for example, the Two Thousand Years Ago film,
'The Home*' This may be booked for the second Sunday
in March and scheduled for showing Sunday evening at
7:00 p*m* for any and all who may come, because it is
a good thing for all church people to know what Pales¬
tinian homes in the time of Jesus were like* In such
a case the film will have some degree of effectiveness*
But suppose a teacher of junior boys aind girls is lead¬
ing them in the study of the unit "Friends of Jesus*'
In their study the teacher has discovered a lack of un¬
derstanding as to what kind of house Jesus and his
friends lived in, what their day's work was like, how
they slept, and what they ate* Some specific questions
may have been asked by the group, such as: Why was Jesus
born in a metnger? Why was he wrapped in swaddling clothes?
What are swaddling clothes? What kind of tools do car¬
penters use?"5
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'Audio-Visual Resources Should Be Used When They Present A New
and Richer Type of Experience,' This principle somewhat coincides
with the previous one. Too often audio-visuals are used because
they are at our disposal. We should only use audio-visual material
when it will make a definite contribution to the class. This is
based on two reasons; "First, audio-visual material requires more
time and skill to use than other resources and, therefore should be
used only when they make a unique contribution to the learning process.
In the second place, audio-visual materials are so costly,"^ And
so, instead of using audio-visual materials just for the sake of
using them it should be known in what manner they will enhance the
growth of the group.
'Audio-Visual Resources Should Be Used in Relation to Other Ma¬
terials and Experiences,' The point that is to be made here is that
the use of audio-visual resources should not be planned by one indi¬
vidual but actually the church as a whole should have some input.
By doing this the leader or person securing the materials can plan it
so that they will relate to the experiences that members in the
group have had, are having, or will have. This gives a wider view
of the entire process.
Therefore, in having a working philosophy for the use of audio¬
visual aids in the church one must use these materials as they would
any other resource materials. And the same basic principle that one
follows in using other resources should be followed in using audio¬
visual aids.
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Guiding; Principles for Teaching Adults
It is not likely to have much success in using audio-visual aids
in an adult class unless one takes the learner, the adult, into con¬
sideration* There are several basic principles for teaching adults
that one should give attention to. Let us look at some of them.
(1) The student should understand and contribute to the purpose
of the class. If the students are to paurticipate effectively and ef¬
ficiently in a course they must know the general goals of the course.
It is important that these goal to stated clearly and it is for the
instructor to interpret them. Along with this the students should
have a pairt in setting some of the specific goals of the class.
’’They must have the assurance that the instructor will be directed
toward their problems,”"^
(2) The student should want to learn. We take for granted that
many times the mere fact that adults come to a class is evidence
that they have a desire to learn. This is not necessarily trpe. Much
of the adult student feel inadequate because of the level of where
they are aind where they would like to be. An understanding teacher
should be able to help a student think out his goals so until he
will be stimulated to want to achieve them,
(3) The physical conditions should be comfortable. The way the
chairs, tables, and other equipment are arranged are important, even
for adults. The more comfortable the student is the more available
he is to learn. Other things that should be considered are tempera¬
ture, ventilation, lighting, and other outside noises.
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(4) Learning should be in some way related to the students ex¬
periences* This is to say that those general ideas or subjects that
are discussed in the ^roup should be related to the kinds of experi¬
ence in the group, "Adults learn by associating a new experience to
a pest experience-by relating the known to the unknown*"^ In teaching
an adult Sunday School class in particular the experiences should be
able to be related to the lesson that is being taught*
(5) The student should be able to learn at their own pace* In
any adult class, including a Sunday School class, there is a wide
range of education aptitudes, and abilities* It is important to take
this variety of learning range into' consdiertation and gear the class
in such a manner that no student feels pushed*
(6) The methods used in teaching should be varied* The learning
situation presents an opportunity to use several methods of instruc¬
tion* In the Sunday School class for example, the teacher is able to
use lecturing pictures, records and many other methods to teach*
"A good teacher is skillful in using all teaching methods, varying them
according to the requirements of the situation and the needs of the
students*"^ This helps to keep the interest of the students and stim¬
ulate participation on the part of the student*
The best way to sum up these principles is by saying
"A characteristic common to most of these principles
is waht might be called 'ego-involvement*' Ego-in¬
volvement is the condition in which a person complete¬
ly identifies himself his goals, his values, his interests,
with whatever he and his fellow students are doing*
he becomes involved with a thing to the extent of losing
himself in it* This condition is probably the ultimate
goal of educational methodology for when a person
loses himself in the learning process he learns most
effectively*"10
Audio~visual Materials for Effective Adult Teaching
Now that we have established some principles for using audio¬
visual aids and for teaching adults let us now look at some audio¬
visual aids that can be very helpful in the adult clsuss program.
Since there are hundred of aids that can be used with the most simple
and progress to those considered more advanced,
Drawing Paper & Crayon
This is probably the most basic visual aid that is at the dis¬
posal of the teacher. It is very inexpensive and requires very lit¬
tle for its usage. All one has to do is gather several large pieces
of drawing paper and tape them in a single line on the wall. This
serves as a board which can be used for illustrations, word writing,
or just about any other function that would normally be served by
a chalkboard. The major difference in the two going the self made
board would require constant chsinging to accomodate needed spqce since
once the paper is used it must be thrown away.
Chalkboard
"This visual aid is a must in the adult classroo^"^^ say
Zuck and Getz, The chalkboard is one of the oldest visual tools to
be used in any educational learning environment, including the
church. It serves numerous purposes and gives the teacher a ready
made surface that can be used for spontaneous writing, planned writing,
or drawings during the process of teaching lesson. It can be used
for mapping, diagramming and brainstorming. In one lesson session
the teacher can write about the lesson, draw pictures pertaining to
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the lesson and then record questions that develop from the lesson,
all on the same hoard. When using the chalkboard there are a few
pointers that one should keep in mind, (1) Write large enough so
everyone in the class can see what is on the board, (2) Make sure
the board is at a central location in the room so that there will be
no strain of vision for anyone in the audience, (3) Dd'not use the
chalkboard to the extent that other aids will be excluded from usage.
Bulletin Board
tinder any normal circumstances a bulletin board would be an asset
to the classroom and the adult classroom is no exception. Not only
does it serve the function of making the room more attractive but it
can also serve as a center for announcements, lesson quotations, and
posters. Yet, there is still another reason that bulletin boards are
important in the adult classroom. Many adults are shy and inhibited
in the classroom setting but given the responsibility to 'keep up' the
board will make them feel just as much a part of the church school
program ais the rest of the participants.
Pictures
The old proverb, "a picture is worth a thousand words," is very
true when teaching an adult class. Pictures are probably the cheapest
visual material around. They can be found almost anywhere often at
little or no cost. They can basically used as an introduction to, or
a backup for, a specific topic. Somehow pictures make us feel just
a little closer to whatever we are discussing in our lessons.
In teaching pictures can be used to (1) arouse the interest of
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the students, (2) present new subject material, (3) show specific
steps in a problem, (4) tests the student's knowledge on a particular
subject. All of these are objectives that should be reached even in
an adult Sunday School class. But more importantly, it should be
said that "pictures crystallize ideas and form much of the bausis for
thinking," The pictures we use in our church school classes shape
the many of the impressions formed by the student on various issues.
Maps
In the adult classroom maps play a very important role because
adults often get more interested in the various places and routes
traveled by the many biblical character than children do. For in¬
stance, in a lesson dealing with Paul's missionary journeys, a map
would be the most essential tool to have in the classroom so that
the class could actually see the route that Paul too. Through maps
"Bible geography becomes alive, interest is stimulated, relationships
are clarified and learning is reinforced,
But just as was stated in the illustration dealing with the bul¬
letin board, maps can also be used to motivate group participation.
Sometimes the purchase of a good map gets to be quite expensive,
but to have the students in the class to draw a map would give them
a sense of participation and probably prove to bar more meaningful
in studying the lessons. There are some inexpensive maps available
at many religious bookstores.
Cartoons
One would often tend to think that cartoons would only be used in
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teaching children but cartoons can very effective in teaching a clause
of adults also. Cartoons can show life situations in a very straight¬
forward manner. They cam speak to controversial issues in'such a
concrete way until it would be overlook the issue at hand. Often
church school clausses will discuss the Christian fadth in such reli¬
gious language until it is hard, to really get to the heart of the
real issue of daily life. Through the use of cartoons, adults may
feel more free at expressing their views on a particular subject.
The message from the cartoons are usually easily communicated. If
the observer is familiar with caurtoons the idea behind it will be
easier to comprehend. Because cartoons appeal to a wide vairiety of
people with varied backgrounds they offer a rich possibility of
initiating stimulating conversations amd discussions on a wide vari¬
ety of subjects.
Record Players and Tare Recorders
These are two of the most widely used pieces of audio equipment
in our churches today. Although they tend to be more expensive than
the ones spoken about previously the purposes they serve are very
meaningful.
One woTlld tend to think that the use of either the record player
or tape recorder would probably be more beneficial for a children's
class as opposed to an adult class. This is not necessarily true.
Adult classes tend to get more technical in their study of a Sunday
School lesson and these two instruments can make those technical
studies even more interesting. There are hundreds of records and tapes
that deal with Biblical stories, church music, and theological
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concepts, which helps to add that special touch to an adult education
classroom. Through records and tapes "Classes can learn about hymns,
scriptures, Bible stories, litergy, and other cultures,"^^ The use
of records and tapes in the adult classroom opens an entirely new
dimension to the learning process to those people who are not able
to read for themselves,
Pro.jected Audio-Visuals
Projected audio-visuals are the most modern tools being used in
maxiy of the churches today. Projected audio-visuals are tho^e pieces
of equipment where the picture is reflected on another surface and
at the same time sound is likely to be heard relating to the picture.
These tools include such items as overhead projectors and moving
pictures. Projected audio-visuals should be used regularly with
addlts because adults are used to these types of facilities from
secular usage.
The overhead projector is what one might call an electrified
chalkboard in that it can basically serve the same purpose except
the projectore uses electricity and is much smaller. The whole
object in using the projector is to throw the image from a trans¬
parent base to a wall or screen by using a powerful lamp, mirror
and lens. In the adult classroom the overhead projector can be used
just as one would use a chalkboard. One can write as he is speaking
and images can be made large enough for the entire class to see.
Another visual aid is the filmstrip. But it is good to remember
that "Filmstrips should be a teaching aid rather than a teaching
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crutch." Filmstrips and moving pictures alike are to be used in
the classroom as a help in presenting the lesson but not necessarily
as a presentation in itself. Many times it might be necessary to
use only one frame of a filmstrip and let the rest of the presentation
be centered around that. For the adult classroom filmstrips are
being produced on religious topics that enable adults to be more
familiar with what is being taught. Not only on a Biblical subject
but adult filmstrips are being made that deal with just about any
problem that would be discussed in the church school program.
The audio-visual equipment just listed; bulletin board, pictures,
maps, record players, recorders, and projected aids, are just a few
of the many resources that are available. Yet, mamy churches do not
have this material or do not know how to use the material effectively.
In the next section let us look at how these materials can be used
to bring about a greater participation in the adult education class¬
rooms of our local churches.
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More Effective Church Usage of Audio-Visuals
In this section of the paper, I would like to illustrate the
of some of the audio-visual materials that have been listed
viously. If a teacher conscientiously uses these various mater-
■s and methods, the result should be better adult participation in
i church school and an increase in class attendance.
First, let us consider in what way the chalkboard can be used
‘ectively in the adult classroom. It would be wise for each leader
secure a chalkboard for his room before venturing into the use of
ler aids that have to be purchased. The chalkboard can be used in
'■ariety of ways. One of the most beneficial uses for the chalk-
ird in the adult setting is as an outline center for the scheduled
iivities of the class, as well as an outline center for the weekly
ssons. It is best to have the board situated so that it easily
:ches the eye of the students as soon as they enter the room. As
ited earlier, writing should be done large enough so that it can
read from any point in the room, A way to get better participation
)m the group is to give a different student a chance to put the
;line on the board each week. Although this may seem somewhat
sic, this gives the adult a greater sense of participation because
is doing something for the continued growth of the class.
Bulletin boards can prove to be a great challenge for the adult
ident but will also give him a great deal of motivation for accom-
Lshment, For those churches that are not in a position to purchase
bulletin board the challenge begins from the students deciding how
make one. This is very simple in that there are several objects
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in the room that can be used for a bulletin board. They may use
walls, windows, unused doors, or corrugated cardboard. After deciding
what to use for this board, the class should be broken up into groups
of either three or four, according to the size of the class. Each
group should be given a sx)ecific month for the maintenance of the
board. This will generate the creativity that one might think adults
lose with childhood.
Pictures in the adult room should be used whenever it is pos¬
sible, maybe even for every lesson. Pictures seem to express those
thoughts that somehow cannot be given in words. Now, even though ac-
cessability to pictures is quite easy, the task of finding pictures
that deal with particular Sunday School lessons might be somewhat
difficult. This is the challenge for the adult student. One should
be able to bring in pictures that are not necessarily biblical in
nature but are ones that express the idea of the lesson. The class
may be divided in half and work on weekly rotating basis in bring¬
ing in and relating pictures to the class. This is good for the
adults because if they are serious about their lesson, all week long
they will be building interest in the upcoming lesson and looking
forward to the upcoming Sunday,
Cartoons can be used in a variety of ways in the adult Sunday
School class. For instance, the class could be broken down into
small groups and each group given a cartoon of a husband and wife
relationship. From this one picture several questions may be raised
and discussed in each group. Some of the questions they may be
brought up would be (1) Is there Christian love being shown in this
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picture? (2) Do the two people seem to accept each other? (3) What
does the word of God say about these people. With some cartoons
each person may be asked to write his/her own caption for the pic¬
ture, After this the caption can be shared with the rest of the
class that would open the group for discussion,
Maps are good to always have on hand. Even though they may not
be used on weekly basis, they can be very stimulating for the adult
class. Most adults, unless naturally gifted, probably think they
don't have a hand for drawing, which might be time. But just as a
class stimulauit have the class discuss in general the particular places
in the Bible that will be dealt with in the quarter before dealing
with on specific lesson. After the discussion let each member of the
group draw a map of what they imagine a particular biblical area to
be based on the discussion. Keep these mapse in a place where they
can be easily gotten when needed. Then, when a lesson is discussed
that makes a reference to a specific geographical location, pull that
map from the collection and compare it with those professionally
drawn. Although there will probably a great difference in the two,
the project will be quite enjoyable for the class.
Every church school should purchase at least one record player
aind/or one tape recorder. For usage in the adult room the record
player or tape recorder would differ from that in the children's
room, I think that it would be more interesting for the adult class
if one Sunday out of each month would be set aside to get into some
of the theological issues that come in the church school lesson.
Because many of our class leaders are not theologians, it would be
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wise to purchase or borrow recordings that speak to these issues.
This gives the adult a chance to really explore some of those heavy
thoughts that build up inside from the discussions.
The pro.lected audio~visuals would have to be dealt with more care¬
fully than most of the other aids because as stated before, we will
tend to use it as a teaching method itself as opposed to a teaching
tool. Thus, it would be wise to schedule the use of filmstrips or
other projected materials no more than once a month. The best way to
use this aid is as an introductory or reflectory aid of the quarter.
For adults it is best to deal with films that speak to very relevant
issues 2ind tie it in with the biblical context.
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Financing Audlo-Vjsuals
The way in which we obtain the money for purchasing and renting
audio-visuals not only determines how much will be gotten but it also
brings about a general church interest in the use of the naterial euid
equipment. Thus, in deciding on a way to secure the finances we must
be conscious of the immediate results and the impression that these
material will make upon the congregation. There are three very simple
ways that I would like to suggest as a means of obtaining money for
audio-visual materials,
(1) Include the cost in the budget. This is usually the best
method. One reason being it provides a dependable source of funds.
It helps in getting the general support of the church nad does not
put a financial burden on any one group or individual. Finally, this
method assures that the church, as opposed to otehr organizations or
groups is in control of the materials and equipment,
(2) If the cost cannot be put into the church budget, probably
the next best thing to do is to solicit the support of special groups
such as the Sunday School, the youth organization, the trustees and
music department. These kinds of groups are usually interested enough
to give some kind of financial contribution, and collectively they
should be able to purchase many of the items needed for the program.
For example, one group may desire to buy the screen, and still another
may want to purchase paper materials. This method could bring about
a better sense of church unity.
But, this should only be used until the cost can be put into
the church budget. Along with this, groups should understand that
whatever materials are purchased will be under the supervision of
the church,
(3) If the first or second methods seem impossible a third
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procedure may be to solicit the support of interested individuals.
Many churches have persons who can make special contributions to the
cause, especially those who know the importance of education. When
a case such as this does arise the money should always be given to
the church and the appointed director or committee should make the




In the final section of this paper, I would like to apply much
of the previous materials to the particular situation in the adult
Sunday School class at Trinity A.M.E, Church, The procedure that I
will use in this application is waht is known as the planning pro¬
cess which consists of(1) study of the group, (2) diagnosis of the
problems, (3) goal setting, (4) planning, (5) leadership, and
(6) method of evaluation.
Study
The adult Sunday School class is a very essential center of learn¬
ing for the continuous development of the minds and hearts of those
persons who make up our environment. Thus, as I observed this parti-
culair adult class there were three ideas that seemed appropriate to
remember which are a part of the entire Christian education process.
Yet these ideas can be applied to this specific group,
"1) Christian education enables every person to learn
about the Christian faith and life and to make it
his own,
2) Christians education guides persons in their reli¬
gious, moral, and spiritual development through¬
out thier entire lifetime,
3) Christian education equips persons for responsible
service in the church and the society and world
in which they live,"16
From observing this class I see that it's future lies in the ap¬
plication of and the commitment to these ideas. Even in integrating
materials, such as audio-visual aids, it is necessary to remember
that the impact from these materials will play an importamt role
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in the lives of the student and teacher alike.
Diagnosis
In preparing to introduce materials, such as audio-visual aids
one has to answer two basic questions that arise from the observational
study (1) What is, if any, the problem? (2) What are the needs of
the people involved?
As stated in the introduction of this paper, the basic problem
seen in the class is stagnation in attendance and techniques which
I attribute to a lack of good teaching materials. Many of the stu¬
dents who were once coming to this adult class, no longer come. And
those who do come have expressed a desire for a more developed pro¬
gram using other materials besides the standard textbooks which are
now being used.
There are many people who probably feel that adults should come
to Sunday School simply because they are adults and it is good for
them to set examples for the younger children. This is not necessa¬
rily true. Adults have some basic needs that should be met by their
being in a Sunday School class. The adults in this class show a need
to be able to express their ideas in other forms besides the present
discussion groups that go on Sunday after Sunday, They also' show a
need to have new methods presented to them. And so, in deciding
those audio-visual aids that should be presented to this class the
concern is what aids can really meet the needs of these people so
that there can be spiritual and intellectual growth.
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Goal Setting
Instead of using the words goal setting I would like to substi¬
tute 'most essential materials,' What I would like to do here is to
suggest the three audio-visual aids that will probably be most effective
at this particular time for this adult class. This is not to negate
the others but to use these as short range goals and then progress
to others,
(1) Films, This seems to have gotten the biggest response from
the students in the class when the questionaires were being
passed around. It was the consensus of many of the students
that they really learned a lot more from films than anything
else that had been used in their class,
(2) Pictures, Because of the simplicity in obtaining pictures
these should be part of the essential materials for the class.
Another reason for suggesting pictures is because they can
remain a part of the classroom decor,
(3) Chalkboard, As I stated earlier, the chalkboard can be used
for almost cinything that goes on in the classroom, I would
suggest that a mobil chalkboard be purchased and use it in
every was possible to compensate for the other materials that
are not presently available.
The reason these were the only three aids offered for this class
at this time is because it will take some time to intergrate these ef¬
fectively into the program. There will be much responsibility in
obtaining and applying these materials. It seems better to begin
with a few. But more importantly these are materials that were de¬
sired most by the group for the most part can be obtained rather quickly.
Planning ' :
"Effective Christian education of children, youth, and adults
seldom just happens, A slogan used several years ago is still rele-
17
vant today, 'Plan your world, then work your plan,"
Planning is a very essential part in implementing the use of
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audio-visual aids in this adult class. It will be necessary to plan
such things as the responsibility for choosing the materials, the pur¬
chasing of the materials, and the maintenence of the materials. It
is my suggestion that even before any audio-visual aids are intro¬
duced to this group that these things be discussed in detail aind from
that the application of the materials can begin.
Leadership
When we talk about the leadership for an adult group such as this
the major person is the head teacher of the class. The teacher should
be aware of his particular style of leadership, whether it be auto¬
cratic (dominant) or democratic (opened.) He must also be awaire of
these kinds of persons in his group (group dynamics) and be able to
utilize all those persons in a constructive and creditive manner.
There are three major characteristics of an effective teacher that
should be taken into consideration when choosing a leader for this
adult group.
"D An effective teacher gives evidence of his/her faith .
in such a winsome way that others are also attracted to
the Christian faith and life.
2) An effective teacher loves and is concerned about
persons.
3) An effective teacher is knowledgable about the Christ¬
ian faith and life and is able to explain it so that it
makes sense to people where they live out their daily
lives.
Once a teacher has been chosen to lead this class there are
certain things that he/she should remember as teacher of an adult
class especially.
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1) study the lesson that is to be taught prayerfully,
thoughtfully and early*
2) Plan the lesson so that it will be conducive to an adult
Sunday School class*
3) Gather the materials (audio-visuals) that will make the
lesson most enjoyable for the students,
4) Choose various methods of using these materials so not
to make the class boring or stagnant.
5) Plan the procedure for the class in a concrete manner
and follow it carefully.
From observing the persons presently in the class and other mem¬
bers of the church I do not see any problem in them choosing a good
leader or other resourceful persons for the class.
Evaluation
The success of the introduction of audio-visual aids into a class
such as this can be measured in three ways,
1) The enthusiasm of the present class
2) The growth of the class (in number)
3) The implementation of audio-visuals into other church
programs as a result of this class usage.
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CONCLUSION
It appears to me that if we fail to use audio-visual aids in the
adult classroom we will be cheating out students* It seems not so
difficult to use various techniques and aids besides a lecture and
the Bible, We can do much in our classes to make the learning more
meaningful. As i have illustrated here adults can be creatively in¬
volved in the church school program. These suggestions offer a
challenge, give a chance for creativity, and give adulst a chance to
release much of the knowledge stored within themselves,
I think growth, especially when it comes to department of the
church, comes about when the people feel that they have something to
do. The opportunity for the adults in our church to release some of
the creative energy that they have could contribute greatly to the
spiritual growth in that when utilizing these materials they can see
how God speaks to them as they speak and relate to others.
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